Revision Tips: Create Resources
Method

Timelines
Timelines can be helpful. They are
invaluable for making sense of a
series of events, because you can
trace improvements, factors etc. Pin
them up in your room or on the loo
wall!
For example, in English Literature you
could pick a key character and do a
series of cards with evidence of their
characters action or a useful
quotation. Put these chronologically so
you can trace development.
Draw key theme cards, style cards
etc. You could draw a timeline for
each book or play that you're
studying and superimpose a tension
graph where lines rise for more
dramatic events.

Annotations
For poems, you can blow up the poem
(photocopy and stick them on large
paper) and annotate it in different
colours for content, and various
techniques or devices. For books and
plays, chapter or scene synopses can
be useful (4 points will do).
This can also be useful if you own
your textbooks - you can highlight key
points and ignore the waffle if you're
struggling and write down helpful
notes on how to remember things.

Example

Cue Cards
List definitions and rules you need to
know. Or write key words from which
you can fill in the gaps to tell the
whole story.
These are also handy for learning
quotes and key words vocabulary with
the definition/explanation on the
back. Once filled in, these cards will
allow you to reclaim time that would
otherwise be wasted - on the bus, in
the queue at the supermarket there's no limit.

Mind Maps
Get an A3 piece of paper - divide into
four parts. Then, for example, make
four headings e.g. Sheila, spoilt, social
responsibility, generation gap, gender,
key quotes etc. Remember to ‘brain
dump’ everything you know about that
character, theme or poem.

Mini Revision Booklet
Take the topic heading for your
subject and a few pieces of paper and
then attempt to write concise
summaries containing key information
under each. This is a useful way to
see what you know and create a
resource that is easy to understand.
It is important that this is done
completely from memory towards the
end of your revision. Points you miss
out can be put in an appendix section
called 'points to remember'. Don't
forget you're not writing a book - this
should use up no more than 10 A4
sheets (both sides).

Teach friends or family
Teaching others is perhaps one of
the best ways to actually revise and
learn yourself. Get with a group of
friends and see who needs help on
what topics and teach each other or
as a group. You can also grab a
friend or family member who
doesn't do your course and give
them a lesson to help your revision.
Watch some videos
Don't just read notes or revision
books, get interactive by watching
videos too. There's no doubt a
YouTube channel dedicated to
revision notes on your course i.e. Mr
Bruff on YouTube.

Make up some mnemonics
Improve your memory with
mnemonics. Make up acronyms or
acrostics to help you remember key
ideas. A classic science mnemonic
most will probably be aware of if
OIL RIG, which describes the
difference between Oxidation and
Reduction: Oxidation Is Loss,
Reduction Is Gain.
Create an exam day cheat sheet
Draw up an exam day cheat sheet: a
piece of A5 or A4 paper that contains
key facts, formula, ideas or keywords
you need to make sure you remember
and have sunk in. Customise it for
yourself to feature what you're
struggling with and be sure to take it
with you on the day of the exam to
refer to before you sit the paper.

Practice exam questions
A must for revision of any topic or
exam from GCSEs to University, look
at and complete past papers. These will
give you an idea of how the exam
works, the questions to expect and
ultimate test how well your revision is
going. Take note of any specific
questions you struggled on and go back
over those topics in your next revision
session. TOP TIP: Practice planning
answers to literature essays.
Write an executive summary
Executive summaries are often used in
business to show complex information
or concepts in a precise way. However,
they can be a useful revision tool
too. At the end of each section of
revision, see if you can cover the main
concepts and key points on no more
than one page of A4 paper. The
process of writing the summary will
help to embed the information into
your memory and you will end up with a
condensed version of your revision
notes. You might even consider an
executive summary of all of your
executive summaries in a particular
subject area.
What to do with your notes
1. Stick them up around your
room.
2. Read them all through once the
night before and on the morning
of the exam (if it won’t stress
you out).
3. Re-write them out.
4. Draw pictures to summarise
them.

