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Happy New Year to you all and I hope students and families had a restful and 
enjoyable Christmas. Students have come back demonstrating personal excellence 
and we have been very impressed with the strong start to lessons and their approach 
to learning. This term, we have a community quiz night that we are looking forward 
to on Friday 26th January. We also have our production of High School Musical, our 
first whole school show post covid lock downs. These performances take place on 
Tuesday 6th and Wednesday 7th February. 

Year 11 are already preparing for the final set of mocks, which will happen the second week after half 
term. There are some Year 10s still to complete their work experience placement choice. Well done 
to the vast majority who have got this sorted. Year 9 will soon be choosing their options and we 
recommend parents engage in regular discussions with them about the choices they wish to make 
and the rationale for that. Lots of guidance will be found for parents in our options booklet which is  
available on the website as well as in hard copy.   Year 9 parents and carers should attend the Year 9 
Options Evening with their child on Thursday 18th January. 

We hope this year that students will take more advantage of our extra curricular provision. We are 
trying hard to grow our offer and listen to student voice about the clubs they wish to do. We are also 
moving away from the traditional activities week we have had in the past to trips and opportunities 
throughout this calendar year. We felt this would be a more appropriate approach giving the rising 
living costs and the increased cost of trips at peak times in July.  

Finally, we have a number of pastoral coffee mornings coming up where we welcome parents to 
come in and meet their children’s teams. You may be curious about your child’s performance at 
school or may wish to talk through any concerns. We really want to encourage many parents to 
attend where possible to help keep you in the loop and ensure effective dialogue between school and 
home.  

Coffee Mornings 
Year 7 – Tuesday 9th January 8-10am 

Year 8 – Tuesday 9th January 8-10am 

Year 9 – Thursday 11th January 8-10am 

Year 10 – Wednesday 10th January 8-10am 

Year 11 – Thursday 18th January 8-10am 

All Year groups - Afternoon tea drop in – Wednesday 17th January 3pm - 4:30pm  

All Year Groups - Online informal Parent/Carer forum/drop in – Wednesday 17th January 6pm -7pm. 

We look forward to working alongside you all this year and wish you all a very happy and healthy 
2024.  

Best wishes  

Mrs May  

https://twitter.com/home?lang=en


 

A new enrichment club has been added to our clubs for term 3, WSL 

Football Social Club.  See further details below. 

Our clubs list can be found on our website—please visit 

https://willingdonschool.org.uk/learning/enrichment-programme  

 

NEW STAFF INTRODUCTIONS 

 
I am Mr Parry and I joined the Willingdon community as Head of Department 
for Music at the start of this term. I am a first language Welsh speaker and 
hail from North Wales. I sat all of my GCSEs in a rural comprehensive school 
through the medium of Welsh. Before moving into the world of teaching, I 
worked as a violinist with numerous orchestras including the National 
Chamber Orchestra of Wales and as a chamber musician aboard the QE2. My 

first teaching post was at  Eastbourne College where I spent eleven happy years before 
taking up a Head of Department post at another Independent School. Prior to arriving 
at Willingdon I worked as Director of Performing Arts at Shoreham Academy. I reside 
with my family in Eastbourne. Outside of school, I direct a semi-professional Chamber 
Choir in Lewes and enjoy walking and cycling on the Downs, reading and family 
holidays. I’m looking forward hugely to creating exciting and eclectic musical 
opportunities for students here at Willingdon. 
 

My email address is sparry@willingdonschool.org.uk 

https://willingdonschool.org.uk/learning/enrichment-programme
mailto:sparry@willingdonschool.org.uk




Willingdon staff and guests have experienced a wide range of training 
over the INSET days from a range of providers focusing on the school  
priorities of Ambition, Literacy and Teaching and Learning. Thank you  

New term, new reading ideas. All of the Book Buzz books are now available to borrow 
from the school library. If there was something else that caught your eye, head to the 

library for your next reading adventure! #inmyshoesWCS  

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/inmyshoeswcs?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWhse5zAJZW1gG5AW_DDAhZdtbMY3HUiQ4gGYM0XsEra0Bp_YajaWgTltWI2rgQ24BuUKaa5ron-jl6dN-BlkQcO2lzB8KinCbb8pdQrikW-CoZru6jljyIZ4k2EeKdBM4&__tn__=*NK-R


REGISTER HERE 

https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/df215e7b-a89a-4624-8614-4837f6d60d37@182a8b31-3dab-4b92-8bb8-9526911aeba0?utm_source=Parents&utm_campaign=2656a56efd-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2024_01_03_10_33&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-2656a56efd-%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D&goal=0_07

