Key Stage 3 Music

The Story of Music (Young Reader’s Edition) — Howard Goodall
Clear, fun introduction to how music developed.

Drums, Girls & Dangerous Pie — Jordan Sonnenblick

A novel showing the emotional power of music through a young drummer.

Music: A Fold-Out Graphic History — Narisa Togo

A visual, easy-to-follow journey through global music.

Young Person’s Guide to the Orchestra — Ben & Anna Sandford

A colourful, student-friendly guide to instruments and how orchestras work.

Black Music Greats: 40 Inspiring Icons — Olivier Cachin

Short, accessible profiles of influential Black musicians across genres.

Key Stage 4 Music

Why You Love Music — John Powell

Funny, engaging explanations of how music affects us emotionally and psychologically.

The Rest Is Noise — Alex Ross

A brilliant narrative history of 20th-century music.

This Is Your Brain on Music (accessible edition) — Daniel Levitin

Explores how the brain processes music — excellent for analytical listening.

How Music Works — David Byrne

Insightful, readable reflections on creativity, ensembles, performance, and the music
industry.

Say Nothing: A True Story of Music in Conflict — Patrick Radden Keefe (selected
chapters appropriate)

Powerful look at how music, culture, and identity intersect — ideal for KS4 students
exploring the deeper role of music in society.



