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Dear Parents, Carers and Students,

We are excited to introduce our new Personal Excellence Reward Cards, designed to celebrate the
many ways our students demonstrate our school values every day.

Pastoral and Senior staff will give students a reward card when they observe positive behaviour,

| effort, or actions that reflect personal excellence, such as helping others, showing kindness, working
hard, or representing the school in a positive way. Students write their name on the card and place

it in the Reward box at Student Support. Points are added later, and a weekly draw recognises and rewards

students who have made a positive contribution to the school community.

We are also partnering with local businesses, which will be provided with reward cards. This allows students to
be recognised for courteous and positive behaviour both inside and outside of school.

This is a trial initiative, and we will reflect at the end of Term 2 on how it is working and make any adjustments
as needed. This initiative aims to reinforce our culture of personal excellence, celebrate student achievements,
and strengthen connections between the school and the wider community.

Thank you for supporting us in encouraging and recognising the positive contributions of all our students.

This week we met with the Year 7 Council and received some really valuable feedback. We will be putting
together a summary shortly in the format of “You Said, We Did” so that students can clearly see how their
voices are heard and how we act on feedback wherever possible.

We would also like to thank the 56 parents who took part in our parent survey last week. Your feedback is
incredibly valuable and provides us with important insights to help shape the best experience for our students.

We are also asking our students and staff similar questions so we can compare feedback across our school
community. Your time is appreciated, and answering 2 to 5 questions each week will ensure your voice is heard
and that your views are taken into account. You can find this week’s survey link below.

Please can | draw your attention to the lockdown practice letter included in this newsletter on Page 3. The
lockdown practice will take place on Monday. We understand this can be upsetting for students, but it is
important to carry out this practice to ensure our safety processes are fully tested.

Finally, thank you to everyone who attended our fireworks event. We are delighted to share that the event
raised £7,500 plus sponsorship, and after costs, Stone Cross Primary School and Willingdon Community School
will receive nearly £2,000 each, which Willingdon will put toward supporting our school programmes and
initiatives. Your support and participation are greatly appreciated.

Best wishes,
Mrs May

Headteacher

Parent/Carer Survey

Thank you to everyone who has taken part in our previous surveys. Your feedback is incredibly valuable to us.
From the responses so far, we can see that the percentage of parents who feel their child has a positive
experience at Willingdon School matches the national picture. We are also pleased to note that 7% more
Willingdon parents feel the school has high expectations for their child compared to parents nationally.

Parents have also shown strong support for our decision to remove detentions for missed homework, and
among the options provided, the majority placed a very high level of importance on their child’s homework.

We truly value your input in our parental surveys and the insight it provides into our school community.
Please take a moment, just five minutes, to complete this week’s survey by following the link below.

https://participate.schoolsurveys.com/ep5KQKQuYG12QZs4



https://participate.schoolsurveys.com/ep5KQKQuYG12QZs4

Dear Parents/Carers,

Lockdown practice - Monday, 17" November 2025

| am writing to inform you about an upcoming reminder of our Stay Safe Procedures at Willingdon Community
School. This is in preparation for a practice lockdown that will take place on Monday, 17" November 2025.

During coaching time on Monday, students will receive a briefing that explains the three different options that
can be used in the event of a threat to the school, ranging from a Fire Evacuation to a school Lockdown. This
reminder is being provided in advance of the practice to ensure that students are familiar with the procedures.

A presentation will be shown to the students, highlighting the different bells that will sound in the event of a
lockdown and clarifying their role in such a situation. It is important for students to understand that these
scenarios are rare, and the purpose of practicing them is to ensure that everyone knows their role and can
remain confident and calm if such a situation were to occur.

The consistent message that students have been given is that during any lockdown procedure, their role
involves the following:

1. Following all instructions from their teacher without question or delay.
2. Avoiding the urge to look and see what is going on.

3. Remaining in silence so that instructions can be heard and their location is not obvious. This includes
keeping their phones on silent and put away in their bags.

These instructions apply regardless of which procedure is implemented.

We kindly request that you refrain from contacting your child during the practice, as doing so would place
others at risk in a real-life situation.

It is important that these rehearsals are as realistic as possible so that we can learn any lessons and make
necessary policy amendments based on the practice. Our students have shown excellence in practicing the fire
evacuation procedures, consistently exiting the building in a short amount of time and in silence. We
anticipate similar support from students during the upcoming lockdown practice this term and look forward to
providing feedback to you afterwards.

Thank you for your understanding and cooperation in ensuring the safety and security of our students. If you
have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Yours sincerely,

The Senior Leadership Team

SEND Interventions

Please be aware there will be a slight change in the timetable for the interventions offered by the year
team. These will show on your child's Edulink timetable by Sunday. The changes are being made as,
following student voice, we are moving sensory circuits and level up interventions to coincide with the days
students are wearing PE kit. Please do email inclusion@willingdonschool.org.uk if you have any concerns.
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We are so excited to be bringing you an hour of exciting entertainment showcasing our fantastic
students and their incredible achievements from 2-3pm Thursday 20th November - for a taste of what
to expect click here die on hill - zara.mp3 (a beautiful piece from 2 of our very talented students)
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Firework Extravaganza

What an amazing evening was had by all ending with another fantastic display by Frontier Fireworks.

We took over £7500 plus sponsorship, and after costs, Willingdon Community School and Stone Cross Primary
School will take home just short of £2000 each plus sponsorship.

We are very grateful to the staff and helpers at the event. Special thanks again to Rosie who has now handed
over the reins completely to the friends to run for next year! Thank you to you and Suzi for starting such an
amazing event for us to carry on! A massive Thank you also goes out to our sponsors PJ Skips, Brewers
Decorator Centres, Alice Court Care Home and Southern Fire Risk Assessments.




DATES FOR YOUR DIARY - TERM 2

Monday 17th & Wednesday 23rd Nov - Parent Tours
8.30am-10am

Tuesday 18th Nov - Parent Focus Group 8am-9am

Wednesday 19th Nov - Year 8 Parents’ Evening

End of Term 2 - Friday 19th Dec - Early School Closure
The school buses cannot be rescheduled to run early and
therefore students will need to make their own transport
arrangements.
Year 7 -12.10pm
Year 8 - 12.15pm

Year 9 - 12.05pm
Year 10 & 11 - 12.25pm

Thursday 20th Nov - Friends Wreath Making Workshop - 7pm-
9pm

Tuesday 25th Nov - Year 8 London Science Museum trip

INSET DAYS 2025-26

Thursday 4th Dec - Year 9 Parents’ Evening

Monday, 5™ January 2026

Saturday 6th Dec - Friends Xmas Fayre - 11am-1pm

Thursday, 25™ June 2026

Wednesday 17th Dec - Crash into Christmas Concert
6pm-8pm

Start of Term 3 for students - Tuesday 6th January 2026

Non-Uniform Days

We know how much our students value non-uniform days, and many
have expressed how keen they are for us to continue offering them
throughout the year. However, in the past, these days have not
consistently raised the funds we had hoped for.

From your feedback, we understand that remembering to send in £1 on
the day can be a challenge. In response to this, we are trialling a new
approach: a single upfront payment of £5 to cover all five planned
non-uniform days for the academic year.

This payment is now available via ParentPay. We hope this change
makes things easier for families and ensures we can continue running
these much-loved events.

Thank you once again for your support. More information on the next
non-uniform day will be communicated in due course.
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In person Family Hub sessions from the Mental Health support Team (MHST) Parent

and Carer Practitioners.

We aim to be able to support parent and carers to understand children's mental
health and emotional well being, and learn how a range of strategies to support their
children. We offer a range of webinars and in-person sessions in East Sussex's Family

A BHSHE BN W yO A Secit
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Upcoming sessions can be found below -

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/mentalhealthandwellbeingineducation?

fbclid=lwY2xjawOCrpRIeHRUA2FIbQIxMQBzcnRiBmFwcF9pZBAyMijlwMzkxNzgdMjAwODkyAAEe t Lr5K36Bnku
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SET THE VIBE FOR SUCCESS. NAIL MONDAY,
AND THE REST OF THE WEEK FOLLOWS!

GET YOUR MOMENTUM GOING.

KIGK-START YOUR LEARNING AND STRY AHEAD OF THE GAME.

GATGH UP WITH YOUR GOAGH.

CHAT ABOUT THE WEEKEND, SET GOALS,

AND RESET YOUR FOGUS.
BE PART OF THE GREW.

SEE YOUR MATES, SHARE STORIES, AND STRY IN THE LOOP.

DON'T MISS OUT!

TRIPS, CLUBS, AND COOL ANNOUNCEMENTS
USUALLY DROP ON MONDAYS!




\) Finish strong, go into the weekend winning!




Clinic information for missed Flu vaccination
Dear Parents and Guardians,
The Immunisation Service have recently attended your school for the Flu vaccinations.

If you have already completed a form and your child wasn’t vaccinated in school, you will have received a separate email with
clinic booking instructions and do not need to complete another form. Please refer to the ‘How do | book an appointment for
my child to be vaccinated’ section in this email.

If you did not return a consent form, but would like your child to receive this vaccination, it’s not too late. Please see guidance
below on how to complete an online consent form, which will re-open one working day after the school visit, and subsequently
book an appointment.

How do | consent / refuse to my child having these vaccinations?

1 Visit the following web address: https://www.susseximmunisations.co.uk/Forms/Flu

2 Enter and confirm your preferred email address — you will receive a confirmation email following submission of the con-
sent form.

3 Enter the school code: $X114592

4  Complete and submit the consent form, indicating your choice of consent - Please ensure you provide the child’s regis-
tered address and GP.

5 Book an appointment by following the steps below.
How do | book an appointment for my child to be vaccinated?

1  Follow this link: https://www.susseximmunisations.co.uk/clinicbooking/booking to book an appointment at one of our
Community Catch up Clinics, for your child to receive the vaccination(s) — You will require your booking reference number which
can be found within the email you receive(d) from Cinnamon once your consent form has/had been submitted..

2 Arrange for an adult to accompany your child to their clinic appointment.

If you are unable to complete the online form, wish to change your consent or have any trouble booking an appointment,
please contact your local Immunisation Team on the appropriate telephone number below:

Speak to a member of the Immunisation Service by calling your local team on 01273 696011:

Brighton Chichester Crawley Heathfield Uckfield Worthing
Ext. 3789 Ext. 8100 Ext. 2043 Ext. 2080 Ext. 4931 Ext. 8533
Many Thanks

Sent on behalf of the Vaccination Programme Coordinator, Sussex Immunisation Service (SIS)

Sussex Community NHS Foundation Trust (SCFT)

WWww.sussexcommunity.nhs.uk

0-19
SUSSEX

&
IMMUNISATION *°

SERVICE

@Em[ludcmatﬂw heart of the community

compassionate care | | achieving ambitions | delivering excellence
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Email - pastoral-11@willingdonschool.org.uk

Dear Parents, Carers and Students,

It’s been an amazing week for our Year 11s! Each day they’ve hit over 95% attendance to school. At such an
important point in their studies, with mock exams on the horizon, this really shows their commitment, ma-
turity, and drive to succeed. We're incredibly proud of how focused and determined they’ve been.

Alongside their strong attendance, so many students have also been turning up to the intervention Grade-Up
sessions, which has been fantastic to see. Their willingness to access extra support is really paying off.

Our Grade-Up Saturday sessions start this week, and students can sign up using the link below:

https://forms.gle/aZJmib8TnWQKK9Yy7

We already have a great number joining us from 10am—-12pm tomorrow, and every Saturday throughout this
month. If you haven’t yet but would still like your child to take part, please do register through the link so we
know how many students to expect.

We've also had some exciting news from our basketball team, students represented the school brilliantly this
week and finished second in the Eastbourne Schools Basketball Competition. A huge well done to them!

Finally, we’ve relaunched our Prom Challenge for all Year 11s that they have been aware since the start of
Term 1. To be eligible to attend prom, students must meet at least four out of the five expectations
below. We are hoping that this continues to motivate them to keep being the best versions of themselves:

1. Maintain 94%+ attendance

2. Have more reward points than behaviour points

3. Have no suspensions

4. Improve average grade from Year 10 mocks to Year 11 mocks

5. Complete all GCSE exams

Thank you, as always, for your support. It’s been a brilliant week, and we’re looking forward to more great
progress from our Year 11s!

The Year 11 Team
GRADE UP - INTERVENTION TIMETABLE
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
Coaching Assembly English English English Maths
Time (selected students) (selected students) (selected students) (selected students)
Maths Maths
(selected students) (selected students)
Science Science
(selected students) (selected students)
Lunch Time Art Travel & Tourism Travel & Tourism Art Art
English — Sociology Travel &
Poetry Workshop Tourism
After School DT Spanish Maths French Geography
3-4pm (invite only) Business History Drama (selected students)
IT Music
Science GCSE PE
Art
Psychology
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Email - pastoral-10@willingdonschool.org.uk

Dear Parents, Carers and Students,

Well done to Year 10 for another successful week at school. It has been a busy and productive few days, with several
sporting events taking place, including a football fixture and a 3v3 basketball tournament.

In lessons, students have continued their positive start to Term 2, demonstrating great focus,
ambition, and attitude towards their learning. A particular well done to Year 10 Geography
students who engaged in creative tasks based around adaptions of rainforest animals this
week and demonstrated great ambition in their learning.

This week, Year 10 attended a whole-year group assembly led by PC Richard Upton, which focused on County Lines to
develop students’ awareness and understanding of the issue, and how to keep themselves and others safe. In
addition, Mr Keast led a thoughtful Remembrance Day assembly on Tuesday, students observed a two minute silence
respectfully in their lessons. The theme for coaching time this week was anti-bullying in line with National Anti-
Bullying Week. Students have developed their knowledge and understanding in this area during coaching time
undertaking tasks led by their coach.

REMEMBRANCE PO \I"ER
DAYy B

n* NOVEMBER

Please could you remind your child of the school uniform policy. This week, we have had to remove excess jewellery
from some students and remind them of the expectation that school blazers must be worn at all times while in
school. We appreciate your continued support in maintaining our high standards of presentation inline with our

uniform policy.

https://willingdonschool.org.uk/key-information/school-uniform

On Tuesday, a number of Year 10 students received their flu vaccinations, and we would like to commend them on
the mature and respectful way they interacted with the visiting nursing team.

We look forward to another positive week as we move into week 3 of Term 2.

Date for your diary:
Thursday 5th March - Year 10 Parents’ Evening
This will be a valuable opportunity for you to meet your child’s teachers, discuss their progress, and set targets for the

remainder of the academic year.
Thank you for your continued support.

The Year 10 Team
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Year 10 Boys Football Team v Ark Academy

Well done to the Year 10 Boys Football Team who progressed to the 3™ round of the County Cup on
Wednesday, 12" November. The team travelled to Bognor Regis to play The Regis School and played
very strong opposition, the team won the game 2-1 with a great performance and excellent work rate
by all players to progress to the next round.

Year 10 3v3 Basketball

Well done to all the Year 10 students who represented the school at the annual partnership 3v3
Basketball Tournament on Tuesday, hosted at The Turing School. The boy and girl Willingdon teams
played extremely well, both winning their groups at the tournament.

Group 2 (boys) Group 3 (Girls)
1st - Willingdon 1st - Willingdon
2nd - Ratton 2nd - Seahaven
3rd - TEA 3rd - SCC

4th - SCC 2 4th - Cavendish

5th-TTS 2




Head of Year
Mr Keast / Ms Johnson

Email - pastoral-9@willingdonschool.org.uk

Dear Parents, Carers and Students,

Another busy and incredibly positive week for Year 9 as we continue to move ahead with the options process. On
Tuesday the year group had a Remembrance Day assembly.

On Wednesday, 15 Year 9 students enjoyed a day at Bushy Wood taking part in team building exercises including
wall climbing and shooting. The group conducted themselves amazingly but the best part of the day was seeing
how much they supported each other, clearly demonstrating our school values of ambition and compassion.
Congratulations to Jake A, Lola D, Jasper G, Dean H, Gabriella W, Lucas F-, Matthew B, Jack D and Kobie F. Lucas
also took part in the Remembrance Day parade on Sunday.

Congratulations also to Tianna-Mai C who was filmed for Children In Need on Tuesday as part of her Musical
Theatre, this will be shown on the BBC News on Thursday and they will also be live streamed during the event on
Friday. It's amazing to see our young people being involved in such events.

Well done to 9REL who had the best attendance again last week at 95.6% and received treats during coaching time
on Monday. Thank you to all the parents and carers who continue to support their children in getting into school.

Finally, Alfie B and Ollie S approached their coach saying that they wanted to set up a collection for a local food
bank for Christmas and produced the flyer below to promote it. We thought this was such a wonderful idea that we
are asking the whole year group to take part. When you do your shopping, if possible, could you pick up an extra
item and send it in with your child.

We are always proud to lead this year group but this week they have shown themselves to be exemplary in
embodying the school values of Ambition, Respect, Courtesy, Compassion and Honesty , well done Year 9!

We hope you have a restful weekend.

The Year 9 Team

Applying our personal excellence values in making choices for our future as senior students at Willingdon.

GHRISTMAS )
FOODBANK ) Willingdon 7 Award
DONATIONS &

Alfie and Oliver are ARE YOU IN YEAR © 2
collecting Christmas You are Ambitiou
and looking for a chall

e treats for the

2 Years
41 Activities
7 GCategories

Language and Literature, Charity afid Compassion
STEM, Respect and Honesty, Arts and Huma;
Ambition, Sports and Wellbeing

Complete 30+ to
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Thank you! things to tutor

For more information,
contact Mr Higgins (MA7)

Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award

We are still waiting for confirmation of the expedition dates. Once we have this
information from the assessors, we will be able to share with parents/carers the total cost
of the Bronze Award. The total cost will cover enrolment fees and expedition costs.
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Email - pastoral-8 @willingdonschool.org.uk

Dear Parents, Carers and Students,

As we approach our third week back from half term, I’d like to congratulate Year 8 on another fantastic and
successful week. Once again, all students have been showing our core school values, and it has been wonderful to
see so many learners engaged and enthusiastic in lessons and activities. I've also enjoyed visiting classrooms myself
this week and seeing the excellent work taking place.

A special congratulations goes to Mrs McCarthy’s tutor group, 8EMC, for achieving an impressive 96% attendance
last week. Well done and well deserved biscuits are on their way.

I’d also like to celebrate the following students for achieving the highest reward points this week:
Aston O Bethany N Louis F

Evie B Ellie J Bella J

Well done to all of you for your consistent effort and positive attitude. Chocolates on the way!
Looking ahead, a few important updates:

Year 8 Student Progress Evening — Wednesday 19" November:

All students are expected to attend with their parents or carers. This is a valuable opportunity to discuss
your child’s progress and identify areas for continued support and improvement as we move through the
year. Appointments can be made on EDULINK.

Christmas Activities:

Many of our students are already getting involved in the upcoming school performances and the Christmas
show. It's wonderful to see so much excitement building for these festive events.

Mr Roche’s Bake Off:

We now have our final group of contestants ready for the big event, which will take place in the final week
of term! The winning coach group will enjoy a Domino’s Pizza lunch the following day. It's been fantastic to
see so many students submitting their creations and showing real enthusiasm for this fun competition.

As we head into the colder months, please remind students to wear coats to school. The mornings and afternoons
are getting darker, so thank you for continuing to ensure that students arrive safely and leave promptly at the end
of the day.

Thank you again for your ongoing support. | hope everyone enjoys a restful and well-deserved weekend.

Kind regards,

The Year 8 Team
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Email - pastoral-7@willingdonschool.org.uk

Dear Parents, Carers and Students,

This week we have had the East Sussex Schools Health team in for our assembly. They are a
service that our young people can access confidentially about any health concerns they
might have . The team also explained about a new website they have started called ‘Health
for Teens’ which we are encouraging students to refer to with any health concerns as
opposed to ‘googling ‘ it. Obviously we encourage students to speak to who ever is at
home in the first instance, but if they feel they cannot, then this website provides facts, as
opposed to some of the myths the internet might give.

Please remember we are running the ‘12 days of Xmas’ attendance challenge at the
moment . Where we are looking for all our Year 7’s to get 100 % attendance during the
month of November, so they can then be entered into the prize draws that will take place
each day for 12 days in December.

Finally, please be aware we have now shut our fields for the winter (open only for PE
lessons), therefore, students do not need to bring any footballs into school, as football
cannot be played on the playground at break or lunch.

Have a lovely weekend.

The Year 7 Team
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held at Willingdon Community School
Thursday 20th November 2025

hosted by Claire from Glenister’s Florist.
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Doors open 6.30pm, to start at 7pm til 9pm
£40pp to include a glass of Prosecco and festive treats.

A raffle*will be held during the event.
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