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Our School
Curriculum Vision

The curriculum at Willingdon Community School offers a broad, balanced, personalised and
challenging educational experience, which builds on students’ experiences in the primary

phase of their education.

It aims to provide all students with the knowledge, understanding, skills and attitudes which are
necessary if they are to become successful learners who enjoy learning, make progress and
achieve the best they are capable of.

Subject Vision

Creativity is at the centre of everything we do. Art at Willingdon is primarily concerned with the
experience of observing, exploring, developing and making. Creativity empowers our students
and gives them the skills to embrace technology and visual expression. Our courses set
students onto the path towards a future in the creative industries and an enriched life through
art and design. To do this we nurture observation and critical analysis, responsibility for
learning, responsiveness and the ability to problem solve and adapt to change.

Our curriculum is a way for our students to access mindfulness for wellbeing and to relate art
and design within its social context in order to question and to respond to the world around
them.

Art is a part of an essential cultural experience that welcomes everyone, celebrating diversity
and inclusion. We seek to empower a generation of aspirational, independent thinkers and

practitioners that can make a difference.



Key Concepts in Art at KS3

Class Name

Year 7 Autumn term:
Natural Forms

Year 7, this term you will be learning about the formal elements
of art. You will do this through obsenvational drawing. You will
be using natural forms and the elements as inspiration. You will
learn different drawing techniques, watercolour techniques and
colour mixing.
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Year 8 Autumn term project:
Sweet Treats

ing about the importing of sugar and the slave
trade. You will research into what food items contain sugar, the
average amount of sugar in our daily diets and why we like sweet
things. You will produce responses in pencil, paper and modelling

clay.
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Tutor group............

Year 9, in this project you will be studying portraiture and
self portraits. You will learn about the principles of
partraiture and composition. You will take inspiration from
Frida Kahlo and embellish your own self portraits with
images connected to your own identity. You will learn
drawing siills, painting siills, which you will develop further
into application of high lights, low lights and skin tone
mixing

In KS3, students are guided through a broad range of themes
which enable them to explore a wide range of materials and
processes and a wealth of different concepts. As every primary
school’s approach to art is different, we start with the basics.
Developing the students drawing and observational skills in year
7. Moving on to three dimensional making skills in yr8 and
teaching more complex observational skills in year 9 like
portraits.

Projects in KS3 and KS4 are built around the four principles of
GCSE Art and Design.

Contextual Research.

Students will learn about a range of artists past and present,
crafts people and designers to help inspire and develop their
ideas.

Materials and Processes

Students explore a range of media and processes like drawing
and painting, mixed media, photography, printmaking, collage

and 3-dimensional materials.

Drawing and Recording

Students will communicate ideas through observations by
recording what they see in visual and written forms.

They will learn how to analyse artworks using art specific
vocabulary and independent thinking skills.

Personal Response

Students will use their developed design ideas and research on
other artists and designers to create a final personal response,
which communicates a conclusion to the project. This is usually
a sustained piece of work of larger scale, completed over a
period of time, using materials and techniques the students have
learnt during their projects.



Programme of Study
Key Stage 3

Teaching

Art is taught to all students in KS3. Students
receive one lesson a week. Students are taught
in their tutor groups. Projects run termly and
finish with a sustained final piece which is self
assessed in class before the teacher
assessments. Homework is set once every two
weeks and should take a minimum of 30
minutes. Students are also required to collect
research images and information about an artist
or movement to support their class work
project. Students will be given three booklets to
work through, they will complete a page per
lesson. Basic drawing and painting equipment
is also supplied. But we would recommend that
students have a drawing pencil and a basic
watercolour painting set and fine brush at

home.

Learning in Year 7

We start with basic drawing skills. Natural Forms is
an observational drawing project. Students will
develop their skills through an investigation of
different observational stimuli such as shells, flowers

and natural forms.

Students are taught visual drawing and written
recording skills. Students will learn about
composition, proportion, scale, shading and mark-
making. Students will use a range of materials like
watercolours, inks and pastels. They will study the
work of Henri Rousseau to develop their research and
writing skills. Literacy is focused on during the year,
students learn how to analyse art works and be
confident writers in expressing their observations and
ideas, as well as analysing and evaluating their own
work and that of their peers.

Learning in Year 8

Sweet treats is a three dimensional project. Student s
will learn about the history of sugar before starting a
series of observational drawings of biscuits and cakes
in the style of artists Joel Penkman and Wayne
Theibaud. Working up to large scale drawings in
pastels. Then moving on to collaged biscuits with a
focus on layering, composition, texture and pattern,
The final response will be a 3D soft sculpture of
confectionary of their choice, inspired by the artist
Clause Oldenburg and Jeff Koons. The spring project
is a figurative task, students will work with wire, air
drying clay and tissue paper.

Learning in Year 9

Working to a GCSE style brief, students will cover two
painting projects, developing their water colour and
acrylic painting skills. Focusing on the artist
Hundertwasser, students will create their own painting
of a personal view of their environment . The spring
project theme is Identity, researching a range of
artists of their choice before planning and developing
a sustained final portrait painting.



Assessment Plan for Key Stage 3

Students will be assessed throughout the year using the GCSE Art and Design Assessment
Principles. Students will become confident with the terminology used and the structure of
assessments ready for GCSE. The assessment criteria is given to students at the start of the
year and the start of projects so that students are clear on the marking system. Examples of
work are also regularly shown in class.

Assessment objectives (AO):
AO1:

Contextual research - To develop ideas using research of historical and contemporary artists,
designers and craftspeople.

AO2:

Materials and techniques - To use a range of media, materials, techniques and processes to
explore and refine your ideas.

AO3:

Drawing and recording ideas - To record ideas and use a range of drawing and recording
techniques (including pencil, pen, painting, printing and photography and image manipulation)

AO4:

Sustained final response - To complete a final, personal response in conclusion to the project in
connection with your studies and research.



Programme of Study
Key Stage 4

The course is made up by 60% coursework and 40% exam.

All the work students produce, from the moment they start in yr10 is coursework. Students
complete two projects “Natural forms” in year 10 and “Concealment in yr11.

The examination project is set by the AQA examination board and is released in January.
Students have until May to produce a sketch book exploring their chosen theme and will created
the final piece over a two day examination. There is no written paper for art, it’'s a practical
examination

Both the coursework and exam coursework is presented in sketchbooks and an A2 folder. An art
pack is also available, it includes an A3 folder, paints, brushes, pencils and tools for the two year
course The folder also protects the book from wear and tear, which can be purchased through
ParentPay.

Homework is set on a weekly basis and is communicated on Edulink. Homework plays a major
part in the course and students are expected to spend approximately 2 hours per week
developing their portfolio with set tasks. The art rooms are available after school on most days

The art rooms are usually open after school and students are encouraged to arrange a time with
their teacher if they need any extra support or need to use the facilities in school.

The course is divided into 4 sections of Assessment Objectives (AO’s), as follows:

AO1:

Contextual research. Develop ideas informed by research on relevant artists, craftspeople and
designs.

AO2:

Materials and Processes; exploring a range of media and processes to communicate ideas, using
drawing and painting, mixed media, photography, printmaking, collage and 3-dimensional
materials.

AO3:

Drawing and recording; communicate ideas, record observations and explore the medium of
drawing using a range of materials like pencil, pen, ink, printing and photography.

AO4:

Create a final realization which communicates a conclusion to the project. This is usually a larger
scale piece of work on a board or canvas. Students are encouraged to demonstrate a wide range
of skills by using mixed media or card/wood relief in some areas.






Assessment Plan for Key Stage 4

In KS4, students are assessed twice per term.
These assessments link to the 4 Assessment
Objectives (AO):

AO1:

A piece of sustained writing about develop ideas
informed by research on relevant artists,
craftspeople and designs.

AO2:

Students exploration of materials and techniques;
to communicate ideas, using drawing and
painting, mixed media, photography, printmaking,
collage and 3-dimensional materials.

AO3:

A piece of sustained drawing and recording that
demonstrate the students skills of observation,
composition, shading and use of tone for depth

AO4:

A personal final response which communicates a
conclusion to the project. This is usually a larger
scale piece of work on a board or canvas.
Students are encouraged to demonstrate a wide
range of skills by using mixed media or card/wood
relief in some areas.

Students will become familiar to the AQA grading
criteria, it is used to communicate to students what
they need to do to improve and students are
shown examples of previous student’s work to
help them to understand the grade boundaries.



Art and Design Learning Journey

CF=Careers Focus: Observing, analysing, problem solving, creative thinking, researching, communicating ideas and gaining the ability to develop,
refine and present ideas. Apply these skills to Fine art, photography, fashion, textiles design, illustration, game design, web design and graphics.

GCSE Examination Project
The final project is set by the examination board. Students are given a theme and will have 3
months to produce a sketch book of research, and personal response within a 10-hour period.
Concealment
To compliment the 3-dimensional requirements of the course, students
focus on creating forms using clay, wire and card, in response to artists
that use concealment within their work.

Land, Sea and Sky Natural Forms

Year 9 take inspiration from Students start the GCSE course by re-visiting their observational drawing skills with a

the landscape they live in. focus upon nature. Building upon their mark making and tonal techniques, studying a

They are taught rules range of artists then exploring printing skills like lino, mono and etching.

perspective and

compositions to enable them

to product a landscape

painting in a variety of

medias.

Still Life

Students explore the work
of the cubists, take
inspiration and experiment
with multiple angles,
layering and textures.

Portraits

Year 9’s portrait project is led by the students. Choosing
one portrait artist with whom they most relate, to
analyse in depth using correct terminology. Using
acrylics, pupils are taught to mix skin tones and create a
self-portrait which explores their own identity.

The Figure

Continuing with their 3D exploration, year 8 look at

body proportion and movement, responding to the
independent responses through a range of work of Matisse and Giacometti, students produce a
media like inks, watercolour and acrylic. range of wire sculptural responses.

Sweet Treats

Year 8 look back into Britain’s history with sugar
Contemporary Art and the sacrifices made for a sweet treat. Using a
Students develop their theme of nature further wide range of media to create large scale

and study contemporary artists that focus on collaborative chalk, collage and 3D pieces in the

birds. style of Joel Penkman.

Henri Rousseau e Natural Environment

Year 7 artist study is Henri Rousseau. ; % In year 7 students focus on their observational
Using correct terminology, they will N drawing skills, developing their awareness of
write about and study his paintings. 44, structure, form, texture and density. Through
Create a painted response to his work - - studying natural objects, they will apply their
with a focus on middle ground, SN . observational drawing skills through different

foreground and background. x> media like paint, ink and chalks.







Literacy in Art

In every art project, key words are highlighted and
students extend their vocabulary by using the art
terms when discussing their peers, artists or their
own work. The key terms are written in glossary at
the back of the art booklets and are displayed
around the art rooms. The following terms are core
to the teaching: Tone, shading, contrast, mark-
texture, surface, form, 3-

making, shape,

dimensional, blending, complementary and

harmonious colours, composition and proportion.

SMSC in Art

Spiritual Development in art is providing students
with the opportunity to participate in making and
evaluating art and design from other countries and
learning about others from the world around them.

Moral development in art is Developing individual
skills, confidence, independence and creativity
through exploring a range of different techniques
used around the world.

Social development in art is articulating thought
and feelings through peer and self — evaluation.

Cultural development in art is shown giving
students the opportunity to explore cultural
differences in design and making techniques.

British Values in Art

British Values in Art & Design

The Art curriculum allows students to consider works of
art and craft in an individual way, to consider what

message works of art are trying to convey.

Students research how artists from different cultures
respond to themes in order to widen their knowledge
and understanding on other viewpoints. Students learn
about art history in terms of researching the personal,
political, social and historical context of the artist

making work at any given time.

Careers

Students who study art at GCSE will be qualified
to go on to further to study a wide range of
courses at A Level or BTEC, such as:

Art and Design
Fine art
Ceramics
Graphics
Textiles
Product Design
Photography

Fashion

Parents can help
students by:

Encouraging students to think about the world
around them and how the creative industries
exists in our every day lives. To visit local
galleries and art exhibitions to explore art first
hand.






